Sustained-release bupropion overdose: a new entity for Australian emergency departments.
Bupropion hydrochloride (Zyban, Glaxo Wellcome Australia, Melbourne, Vic., Australia) was released in Australia in November 2000 as adjunctive therapy to assist with smoking cessation, having previously been used as an antidepressant in the US since 1989. The toxicity profile of bupropion hydrochloride in overdose differs considerably from other antidepressants, with prominent neurological manifestations and little cardiovascular toxicity. A case of bupropion overdose demonstrating the typical toxic syndrome is presented, together with a review of the literature and a discussion of the magnitude of the demand for bupropion and of the potential differences in presentation of overdoses in Australia.